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Schmid Re-Elected 
Chapter Epsilon 
For Coming Year 


Convention Delegates Chosen 
From Sophomore-Junior 
Classes 


William Schmid, a Junior in the 
chapter from Germantown, Pa., was 
re-elected Epsilon to lead Phi Lambda 
for the coming year at the regular 
Council meeting March 29. “Smitty” 
continues his office after a successful 
reign since lifting the crown from the 
head of George Schaffer, of Bethle- 
hem, who graduated last mid-year. 


George Suplee, Junior in the school 
of Architectural Engineering, from 
Narberth, takes the place of Merle 
Gensbigler as Upsilon. The following 
completes the list of newly elected 
officers: 


Tota yo ato 2 _James English 
Tota Sigma_ William Butz 
Gamma _- David G. Weiss 
Omicron = 2s ee Keith Pfoor 
Phi _ ___________Theodore Fairchild 


Blaess Rush Chairman 


A. Albert Blaess, Norberth Sopho- 
more in Engineering, assumes the 
role of rushing chairman for the com- 
ing year. 

At a later meeting of the Chapter 
Brother Schmid was announced as 
the new caterer, Brother English as 
Junior member of the Executive Com- 
mittee, and Brother Sordon as Social 
Chairman. Brother Hobbs has as- 
sumed the post of Correspondent va- 
cated by Brother Weiss. 


The staff of the “Torch” remains 
intact for continuance next year. 


Convention Nominees 


The nominees for the national con- 
vention to be held in Chicago this 
year were restricted to members of 
the Sophomore and Junior classes. 
This action was adopted primarily be- 
cause of the fact that the elected Se- 
niors previously had no chance to give 
their report to the Chapter after their 
graduation. Considering this in- 
ability on the part of the representa- 
tives, the change was deemed advis- 

(Continued on page four) 
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Make Your Plans Now 
For the Chicago 
Convention! 
September 2, 3, 4, and 5, 1931 
Help Boost Phi Lambda’s 
Representation! 
eS 


COOPERATION URGED AS 
RUSHING LOOMS AHEAD 


Do you know a likely fellow who is 
planning to enter College in the fall? 

If you do, and you think he would 
make good A X P material, please 
send us his name and address imme- 
diately. With the end of the school 
year so near at hand, our thoughts 
naturally turn to rushing for next 
year. We need good men to fill the 
footsteps of the men we will lose 
through graduation this spring. 

Ts our rushing season going to be a 
speculation and a gamble? Certainly, 
it shouldn’t be. How are we going to 
eliminate chance from our coming 
rushing season? The answer is evi- 
dent ... by getting hold of men dur- 
ing the summer months and talking 
A X P to them. It is only through 
the active cooperation of each alumnus 
that we can select the best men. 

The summer time is the best time 
to do your rushing. Each of you_ 
know at least one man who is coming 
to State for the first time. If you 
don’t ask your friends, and when you 
find that man, talk to him. Then send 
his name in to us before the start of 
I'reshman Week, September 17-22. 
This last is vitally important, as rush- 
ing season starts the first day of 
Freshman Week. If we know the 
man’s State College address at the be 
ginning of rushing we will have a 
distinct advantage over the other fra- 
ternities. 

Your response last year was com- 
mendable. Through your coopera- 
tion we obtained many fine men. Don’t 
forget, Alpha Chi Rho’s reputation 
has been founded upon the men in its 
ranks, and to continue and further it 


+ we must have more good men, 


All we ask for is that you give us 
a, little of your time this summer and 
drop us a line about that future pos- 
tulant. 


Please address all correspondence 
to, A, ALBERT BLAESS, AXP, 
State College, Penna. 


Re-Elected President 
Reviews Phi Lambda’s 
Past Year Progress 


Fraternity Traditions Outlive 
Change of College 
Customs 


As the college year 1930-31 comes 
to a close I thought it might be well 
to summarize the achievements of the 
Phi Lambda chapter throughout the 
college term. 


The most important problem was 
that of rushing. We had pledged 
twelve men; eleven of this group were 
initiated.. This freshman class stood 
eighth out of fifty fraternities, ac- 
cording to the scholastic report com- 
piled by the registrar. Another fact 
to be mentioned is that the majority 
of them are carrying extra-curricular 
activities. I believe we can congrat- 
ulate ourselves upon a successful rush- 
ing period from such results. Schol- 
arship and achievement of the upper 
classes should also receive mention 
since our present Junior class is stand- 
ing in second place. 

Financially we have done equally as 
well. As close as I can estimate at 
the present time we will have no 
debts to carry at the close of the year 
which is certainly an achievement 
when you consider the fact that this 
will be the first time in the history of 
Phi Lambda. Having been elected 
with Shuman Moore to represent the 
chapter at the Montreal convention, 
I have high hopes of bringing the 
“cup” to Phi Lambda because of our 
exceptional financial and scholastic 
conditions. 

There jis at present a markigd mani- 
festation of changing conditions With- 
in the college. This change applies 
solely to the class customs. Various 
customs previously enforced upon the 
Freshmen and Sophomores have been 
removed. Fraternity relations have 
however, remained the same. Upon 
your return to Penn State you would 
undoubtedly find the social conditions 
and relations in general at Phi Lamb- 
da approximately the same as within 
your own years here. We try to keep 
our traditions permanently estab- 
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LOYALTY 


In calling the role of the Graduates 
of Phi Lambda there is no more suit- 
able place for consideration than that 
occupied by Brother John Hunter. 
The fact that his name is a familiar 
expression to every Brother in the 
active chapter today alone verifies 
this statement of his increasing popu- 
larity. This rating has been achieved 
not without continued effort and sac- 
rifice on his part. The name of Alpha 
Chi Rho has gone out into the busi- 
ness world with him and he never for- 
gets a place revered in his heart since 
undergraduate days. This reverance 
jis easily understood when we con- 
sider that he helped the rest of the 
martyrs in the laborious process of 
planning and raising our present 
house. He never tires of contribu- 
ting to our welfare, for his occasional 
visits are frequently remembered by 
some material addition to the house. 
His latest gift consisted of a deer- 
head which now graces our club room. 

The home of Brother Hunter at Hol- 
lidaysburg has recently been saddened 
by the death of his son, We offer our 
sincere sympathy as a Chapter to a 
Brother who has been extremely loyal. 


COLLEGIATE TAMMANY HALL 


The question has often been raised 
concerning the advisability of allow- 
ing College football to assume rather 
the appearance of a professional sport 
than purely intercollegiate activity. 
This professionalizing process has 
been carried to no small extent on 
the College Campus in the form of 
elections. The old system has given 
way to a highly developed campaign 
conducted under select Tammany Hall 
propaganda. The only difference be- 
tween the modern college delegates 
and the former “Boss” Tweeds is that 
the Corner Room booths are utilized 
instead of the traditional soap boxes. 
The tendency for modern sophistica- 
tion lis to simply ignore any violators 
of the clique’s code who fail to vote 
a straight party ticket rather than 
resort to brutality. It is so much 
easier to merely assume a slight ele- 
vation of the nose than to resort to the 
swinging of fists. In short, the pro- 
cess of depositing a ballot has become 
synonomous to belonging to either a 
Locust Lane or a Campus fraternity. 
Is this condition desirable? It does 
secure its purpose. It does swing the 
election one way or the other. But 
is it a favorable process in view of 
the future activity of the student. 


Would it be a good policy to continue 
this method after the twenty-one age 
limit has been reached? It would 
scarcely constitute democratic na- 
tional political theories. But it does 
work and that is presumably all that 
is necessary. 
————— 


A SWIMMING POOL? 


Once again the question of a new 
swimming pool has arisen. Once 
again the proposition was laid before 
a Freshman Class that they lay aside 
the money which would go for a Class 
Memorial, and invest it in the fund 
for the swimming pool. This propo- 
sition was first successfully presented 
to the Class of ’24. The purpose was 
not to raise enough money to build the 
swimming pool, but to convince the 
State Legislature of the earnestness 
of the Penn State students to secure 
one. As the State Legislature appro- 
priates all money for the building pro- 
gram of the State-supported college, 
if; is quite natural that it would be 
dilatory in providing money for a 
building which would not materially 
renumerate the State but would only 
provide recreation for the students. 
But would the swimming pool not com- 
pensate the State by providing better 
bodies for those who some day will be 
leaders in the State? We have facili- 
ties here for the indulgence of nearly 
every sport, but none are as popular 
as swimming. There are many per- 
sons who take but little exercise now, 
but who would swim regularly if of- 
fered the chance. Swimming sets no 
restrictions upon those who wish to 
indulge, but is capable of being enjoy- 
ed by everyone. 

How long will it be before the State 
recognizes the sincere desire of the 
students to swim? Will repeated do- 
nations to the fund achieve its pur- 
pose? This remains to be seen, but in 
the meantime, the Class of ’34 fol- 
lows in the footsteps of those who 
have gone before and are laying aside 
their money for the cause. 


A WORD TO THE WISE 


In again calling the role of Phi 
Lambda, I am forced to notice the 
large number of unknowns. We have 
a name on a piece of paper, and that 
is all. Where have they all gone and 
what are they doing? 

We have started this publication 
solely for the information of the 
Graduate Brothers. It is of little 
value to us but requires a good deal of 
work. We surely do not begrudge the 
labor if we could only be rewarded by 
a bit of information to swell our 
Alumni Column. By a logical pro- 
cess of reasoning, we cannot tell you 
about somebody else if no one sends us 
any news. It all comes down to the 
bare fact that we only received five 
replies to our last request for infor- 
mation. Our limited Alumni Col- 
umn this issue is the inevitable re- 
sult. Why not utilize a spare mo- 
ment to let us know that you are still 
alive? We promise the reward of a 


ESS 


GOING UP? 


Phi Sigma Delta_____ 1.48 
Theta Nu Epsilon___1.48 
Triangle 22.52 222. 1.47 


Top Floor Please! 

This represents the averages of 
the first five fraternities for the 
1st semester this year, as compiled 
by the Registrar. 
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wealth of information for you next 
year in the first issue. 

In order to facitlitate your contri- 
bution we have again printed the 
same questionnaire that was so mea- 
gerly responded to in a former issue. 
Address your replies to: 

DAVID G. WEISS, 
814 Goepp St., 
Bethlehem, Pa. 


SCHOLARSHIP OR 
ACTIVITIES? 


Although it’s been a custom of col- 
lege students to discount the import- 
ance of scholarship when it conflicted 
with activities, academic honors have 
been found to mean something, after 
all. President Walter S. Gifford of 
the American Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company gives the men who 
graduate in the first tenth of their 
class four times as many chances to 
secure a high salaried position as 
those who graduate in the lowest 
third, regardless of activities. 

The statements of President Gif- 
ford have no idle backing. A num- 
ber of large corporations have stand- 
ing offers open with various colleges 
to give positions to the leading schol- 
ars of each class. That students are 
awake to the implications of academic 
supremacy is shown by a consistent 
preference for the Phi Beta Kappa 
key over all other honors in surveys 
of Eastern Schools. 

Activities are a matter of the pres- 
ent; they are without question import- 
ant forces on every campus, and the 
keen interest which they excite can 
easily force classes into the corner, 
where they serve as a rather dull 
backdrop to greater achievements, 
Lectures, reading assignments, and 
reports can scarcely create the same 
stimulus that active competition in- 
cites. 

But it’s interesting to remember 
that the backdrop will continue far 
longer than the foreground, which is 
vital now and not so lasting, It’s a 
good thing to recall that when keys 
and shingles are packed into a trunk 
at graduation, the scholars are the 
ones who get the jobs. 

*This articles was taken fy 
editorial column of the “Collegian 
It represents an increasing sentiment 
upon the Penn State Campus. This 
seems particularly significant by a 
comparison of the average gy: e 
and several years ago, 
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BOWERY DANCE ADDS 
GLAMOUR TO L.. F. BALL 


Inter-Fraternity Dance Fast Becom- 
ing Most Popular Affair 
Of Year 


Interfraternity Ball is steadily be- 
coming the most outstanding dance of 
the year. This year’s affair, on 
April 17, more than proved that very 
statement in that fully twenty-five 
‘others of the House took in the af- 
to say nothing of several vis- 
itors. Tal Henry’s band from North 
Carolina furnished excellent music for 
enpreximately three thousand people 
that filled the Recreation Hall. 


The long planned Bowery Brawl on 
Saturday night surpassed all expec- 
tations in its popularity. The scene 
was almost literally transformed in- 
to “ye olde bowery in the good old 
summer time.” We did have the good 
o'd summer time at that, thanks to a 
break from old man weather. For 
some reason the boys fitted the as- 
sumed environment perfectly and had 
no trouble playing the parts of every 
character from the tramp down to the 
nevy deck hand, Even the traditional 
bar was on hand and, although punch 
served as our strongest intoxicant, 
the _atmosphere was most realistic. 

The committee for the dance worked 
hard and deserved hearty congratula- 
tions for their work. Bill Dothard, 
of Philadelphia, furnislfed suitable 
rhythm. 

Our long-used front door enjoyed a 
well deserved rest; the cellar door, 
illuminated by a red lantern, furnish- 
ed a more appropriate entrance. Hav- 
‘ne finally gained your way up into 
tho bar room, you were most enthusi- 
astically greeted by a shower of con- 
fetti, to say nothing of the shrill din 
of whistles. Mr. and Mrs. Green, our 
traditional chaperons, nearly doubled 
up with laughter as the various 
couples passed them. 

No better proof that the Brothers 
were feeling highly “Bowerish” can 
be given than the-fact that everyone 
dropped from their assumed Friday 
night sophistication to walk down ito 
the movies en masse and in costume. 
The Mummers Day parade had struck 
State College! “Rip” Markle, class 
of ’20, once remarked that the second 
best way to popularity was to do 
something dumb, if you could not get 
in the lime light otherwise. We 
adopted his philosophy for the eve- 
‘ine, and you can imagine our popu- 
larity with the Centre County Satur- 
“ay night shoppers. Especially was 
this apparent when we stampeded 
past Woolworth’s. 

Back again at the brawl, the boys 
raided the bar for that bit of vitality 
to be secured from the humble pret- 
ze]. Then—on with the dance. And 
how it did go on! 
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THE BOWERY DANCE 


INTERCOLLEGIATE BOXING 
ATTRACTS “OLD GRADS” 


The boxing intercollegiates here 
this year assumed the appearance of 
Alumni Homecoming. We didn’t fare 
so well, losing the team championship 
and only gaining one individual hon- 


or. “Al? Lewis, our. welterweight, is. 


the champion in that division. How- 
ever Phi Lambda was glad to have as 
guests quite a few alumni as well as 
some of their friends. Brother Arn- 
old, Schaffer, Kichline, Wicks, James, 
and J. Barnhart were present. 


Although next year the intercol- 
legiates will not be held here, we are 
to have a boxing exhibition of great 
interest. The preliminary elimina- 
tions of Oylmpic candidates is to be 
held here some time during the win- 
ter. We hope to have as many if not 
more of the “old grads” back for this 
event. The exact date will be pub- 
lished later, 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


(Continued from page one) 


lished, unless the change becomes too 
necessary. 

The six Seniors to be lost by grad- 
uation will be greatly missed next 
year, They will accordingly need re- 
placement in the chapter. It is our 
distinct purpose to replace them by 
capable Postulants. 

In closing, I want to further the 
appeal to all graduates for their co- 
operation in next year’s rushing. 

Fraternally, 
WILLIAM SCHMID 


Brother George Schaffer ’31, our 
past president, is engaged in his home 
town, Bethlehem eas an instructor, He 
was lost to us through graduation at 
une end of last semester. 


PHI LAMBDA OBSERVES 
ANNUAL MOTHERS’ DAY 


Mothers’ Day at Penn State was 
the occasion for the visit of many 
parents to once again behold their 
young hopefuls. The College helped 
to make their visit a joyous one by 
providing. entertainment and amuse-_ 
ment over the week-end. In addition 
to the College program, Phi Lambda 
entertained her guests by the exhi- 
bition of the musical talent of the 
Brothers. 

By the time Saturday lunch had 
rolled around, most of the guests of 
Phi Lambda had arrived. Shortly 
after lunch, everyone journeyed up to 
the athletic field to see the Inter- 
scholastic Track Meet and the Penn 
State-North Carolina Track Meet. 

At ten o’clock a musical program 
served to entertain the guests. This 
program included everything from 
“Mother” songs to classical numbers. 
At the close of the performance; the 
participants assumed their role as 
hosts and served refreshments. 

The Mothers’ Day program was 
formally brought to a close on Sun- 
day with an address by Dr. Sockman, 
of the Madison Avenue Methodist 
Church, of New York City. This ad- 
dress was delivered in the chapel of 
Schwab Auditorium, 

The guests of Phi Lambda were: 

My, and Mrs. Armstrong and son, 
Mrs. George Suplee and daughter, 
Mrs. Hindman and daughter, Mr. and 
Mrs. Lindsay and family, Mr. and 
Mrs. Pfoor and daughter, Mrs. Robert 
and Son, Mr. and Mrs. Reed and 
daughter, Mr. Baird and son, Mrs. 
Fink, Mr. and Mrs, Weigel and son, 
and Brother Walter Arnold 30, 


Brother Clyde A. Fowler is located 
in Pittsburgh. Pa. Ue is treasurer of 
the Highland Dairy Company, 5135 
Penn Avenue. 
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THOSE WHO PASS ON 


J. Richard Benner, 

Kingston, Pa. 
“Dick, one of the outstanding stu- 
‘ dents of the house will graduate from 
the school of metallurgy. Brother 
Benner was unsuccessful in several 
activities attempts but he compensated 
this loss by gaining the presidency of 
the Sigma Gamma Epsilon honorary 
fraternity as well as the presidency 

of the Metallurgy Society. 

Although “Dick” has not made any 
definite connection yet he is consid- 
ering offers with the Bethlehem Steel 
Co., and the American Steel and Wire 


Co. 
= 
Wm. Alvin Frederick, 
Butler, Pa. 

Brother Frederick is also to grad- 
uate from the school of metallurgy. 
Although handicapped by an enforced 
absence from college he will graduate 
with his regular class. 

“Al” too is a member of the Sigma 
Gamma Epsilon honorary fraternity 
of which he was treasurer; along with 
this he was Foreign Advertising 
Manager of the “Penn State Engi- 
neer,” a member of the {Intidr-fra- 
ternity Council and a member of the 
“Soph Hop” committee. 

Brother Frederick like Brother Ben- 
ner is considering several offers but 
has made no definite connections as 

et. 
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John W. Lindsey, 
Butler, Pa. 

Brother Lindsey is graduating from 
the school of Commerce and Finance. 
During his college career “Jack” has 
been active both on the campus and 
in the house. He was Business Man- 
ager of the “Old Main Bell” and also 
Debating Manager. In the house 
“Jack” has been the treasurer for the 
past two years, 

After graduation Brother Lindsey 
is to be affiliated with the Firestone 
Tire and Rubber Co. at Akron, Ohio. 

as 
Johnny O. Antonson, 

Port Allegheny, Pa. 

Johnny is the athlete and musician 
of the Senior class. He has been a 
varsity lacrosse man for the past 
three years and has been a member 
of the freshman and sophomore bands 
respectively. 

Brother Antonson will receive his 
degree in Industrial Engineering, Af- 
ter graduation Johnny will be associ- 
ated with the American Bridge Com- 
pany at Ambridge, Pa. 


Victor Grove, 
Greensburg, Pa. 

“Vic,” another of our Seniors from 
the west is to be graduated from the 
school of Architectural Engineering. 
Brother Grove has been active in his 
chosen line, being a member of both 
the Scarab honorary fraternity and 
the Architect’s Club. 

“Vic” will move still farther west 
after graduation. He has accepted a 
position with a Construction Company 
in Cleveland, Ohio. 


COLLEGE SPORTS 


Penn State is having a favorable 
year for Spring Sports. All the 
sports show a majority of wins over 
losses up until the present time. 

The baseball team this year is very 
good. So far they have dropped but 
~vo games, one to Colgate and one to 
Duke, both losses-being by the margin 
of one run. Their most recent triumph 
was over Army, to the tune of 4-1. 

The track team is maintaining the 
winning habit this year. In their 
dual meets, they have subdued both 
Syracuse and North Carolina. 

The golf team kept their record of 
of being undefeated in the last two 
years unbroken by scoring a 6-0 vic- 
tory over Lafayette in their latest 
match, They have but one more match 
match to play this year, their oppon- 
ent being Colgate. 

The tennis team is turning in many 
victories this spring, although their 
last contest ended in a defeat at the 
hands of a strong Navy team. The 
score, 8-1, does not reveal the hard 
struggle which Navy had in turning in 
a victory. 

The lacrosse team has a record of 
two wins and one loss so far. They 
have subdued Syracuse and Western 
Maryland, but were overwhelmed by 
the championship University of Mary- 
and team. 


INTRAMURAL SPORTS 


Phi Lambda did not fare so well 
this spring in intramural sports. The 
mush ball team lost their first game 
to the Delta Tau Delta team, thereby 
being eliminated ‘from the tourna- 
ment. Virtually every Brother in the 
House took part in the fray, but to no 
avail. 


Address____ 


The Torch 


The soccer team was also put out of 
competition in the first round when 
they lost a close game to the Chi 
Upsilon team by the score of 3-1. 

“~he. Chi led at the half by the score 
ot 1-0, but were unable to maimtam 
their first half supremacy. Brotner 
Armstrong, Bechtold, Bovard, Fair- 
child, and Knecht composed the team. 

The tennis team made out better 
than the other two teams. They suc- 
cezded in winning the first round by 
downing Phi Kappa Tau, 5 to 1. Amb- 
ler, Reichenbach, and Langworthy 
turned in victories for the singles 
matches, while Bechtold lost. The 
doubles teams, composed of Ambler 
and Langworthy, and of Reichenbach 
and Bechtold, both subdued their op- 
ponents. The team, however, was 
eliminated in the second round by the 
Phi Sigma Delta team to the tune of 
4-0. Ambler, Reichenbach, Grove, and 
Langworthy were each defeated in 
the singles matches. There was no 
necessity of playing the doubles. 


SCHMID RE-ELECTED 


(Continued from page one) 


able. The results of the election 
were: 
Junior Nominee.____William Schmid 


Junior Alternate _.___George Suplee 
Sophomore Nominee _Shuman Moore 
Sophomore Alternate ..George Ambler 
The Brothers pledge their hearty 
cooperation in support of the newly 
elected officers and representatives. 


HOUSE PARTY ENDS YEAR 


June House Party will be held on 
June 5 and 6. As has been the cus- 


‘tom in the past the men will remain 


ir, the house and the girls will room 
outside. The dress custom, however, 
is changed. The men will wear white 
flannels and a dark coat and the girls 
will be formal. The musie will be 
supplied by Bill Dothard, of Philadel- 
phia. This is the crowning social 
function of the year and we expect a 
large number of alumni back. Let us 
know if you have intentions of being 
with us. 


Brother Earl R. Stewart ’13 is en- 
gaged with the Dillaby Fireproofing 
Company, 242 Bent Street, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 


Married. ..4de2= 
Childyen—22>-2- 2 


What course did you take during your undergraduate 


dayp? —-22-2225s==22===2-=2== 
Bey onal t What was your graduating ols 
erle J. Gensbigler, What is your present position :- ; 
Baal ee What a ou cow about another brother that we don’t 


“Gens,” the father of the house will 
leave us this June. He is enrolled in 
the school of Industrial Education, 
“Gus,” as he is sometimes known, was 
in school some time ago and he just 
returned last year to complete his 
studies. Brother Gensbigler will ac- 
cept a position as Industrial Instrue- 
tor at a Pennsylvania High School. 


know, and someone else might like to know ?_-- x 
Remarks: 
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